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“A Spiritual Heart Transplant”  Text – Ezekiel 3:22-32  Westminster Confession Ch’s 9-10  NT Reading – John 3:1-8

Chapter 9 – Free Will

1. God has endowed the will of man with such natural liberty that it is neither forced nor—by any absolute necessity of nature— determined to good or evil.

2. Man, in his state of innocence, had freedom and ability to will and to do what was good and well-pleasing to God, and yet not unalterably, so that he might fall from it.

3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, has completely lost all ability to choose any spiritual good that accompanies salvation. Therefore, an unregenerate man, because he is opposed to that good and is dead in sin, is unable by his own strength to convert himself or to prepare himself to be converted. 
4. When God converts a sinner and brings him into the state of grace, he frees him from his natural bondage to sin, and by his grace alone he enables him freely to will and to do what is spiritually good. Yet, because of his remaining corruption, he does not perfectly nor only will what is good, but also wills what is evil.

5. The will of man is made perfectly and unchangeably free to do good alone, only in the state of glory.

Chapter 10 – Effectual Calling

1. All those—and only those—whom God has predestined to life, he is pleased to call effectually in his appointed and accepted time, by his Word and Spirit. He calls them from the state of sin and death—in which they are by nature—to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. In this calling, God enlightens their minds spiritually and savingly, so that they understand the things of God. He takes away their hearts of stone and gives them hearts of flesh, renews their wills, and by his almighty power turns them to what is good and effectually draws them to Jesus Christ. Yet he does this in such a way that they come most freely, being made willing by his grace.

2. This effectual call is from God’s free and special grace alone, and not from anything at all that God foresees in man, who is entirely passive in it, until—being made alive and renewed by the Holy Spirit—he is enabled to answer the call and embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it.

3. Elect infants who die in infancy are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who works when, where, and how he pleases. So also are all other elect persons who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word.

4. Although other persons who are not elected may be called by the ministry of the Word and may experience some common operations of the Spirit, yet they never really come to Christ and therefore cannot be saved. Much less can men not professing to be Christians be saved in any other way, no matter how carefully they may order their lives by the light of nature and by the laws of whatever religion they profess. To assert and maintain that they may be saved in some other way is very pernicious and is to be detested.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It was on December 3rd, 1967, that the very first successful human heart transplant took place.  The recipient of the heart was a 53 year old man named Lewis Washkansky.  The surgeon was Dr. Christiaan Barnard, and the surgery took place at a hospital in Cape Town, South Africa.
Now, why did they give Lewis Washkansky a new heart?  After all, he already had a heart; it was a very sick heart but it was still beating.  There were others at the hospital whose hearts were not beating at all.  They were in the mortuary.  So why did they put the donor heart into Washkansky and not one of the bodies in the mortuary?  Well, the answer is obvious, isn’t it; heart transplants only work in the sick, not the dead.  Putting a beating heart into a dead body will not create life.    
Well, a useful way to think about salvation is to think of it as a spiritual heart transplant.  Several places in the Bible talk about receiving a new heart.  Where many believers today go wrong though is that they have the idea that God does this in those who are spiritually sick.  So God waits until they realize that they are sick and that they need a new heart and they then ask Him for a new heart.  And only then does God perform the ‘salvation operation.’  What we are going to see is that God performs this operation in those who are spiritually dead.  And as we all know, the difference between being sick and dead is vast!   
And we want to see this to make sure that we have the right understanding of how God saves people.  But we want to see this also because it really puts the amazing into amazing grace!  This is wonderful, exciting, incredible truth, that should fill our hearts with a desire to worship the Lord with songs of praise and a life of service.
So let’s look at these verses together as the Divine Doctor Describes the Spiritual Heart Transplant that He Performs in His People.  And we first see Why the operation is needed, and then how the operation is performed, and finally the results of the operation.

I. So first of all, from vv22-23, we see Why the Spiritual Heart Transplant is Needed.
A. God is speaking here, through His prophet, to the “house of Israel,” as we see in v22.  Jerusalem had been destroyed and the people had been carried away into exile in Babylon.  So Ezekiel was called to speak the word of the Lord to the people in exile.  God wanted the people to know why He was going to restore them from exile.

1. He first explains, in vv16-21, why they were in exile.  We see there that the house of Israel had defiled the land, and from v18 that bloodshed and idolatry were their chief sins.  And so, from v19, the Lord had scattered them “among the nations” as punishment for their sins.  
2. And then in v20, He explains why this is such a serious situation.  It is because the holy name of the Lord was being profaned by the nations into which the exiled people had come.  
a. And boys and girls, to profane is to mock something holy or not to give something the reverence it deserves.  Very soon we are going to have the first Dovedale famil’’lympics.  And one thing you can be certain of is that we will not hold it at a graveyard.  And that is because throwing water balloons and having three-legged races would be disrespectful and irreverent, profane, in a graveyard.  
b. Well, the people of Israel were very quick to tell the Babylonians and all the other enemy nations that they were the special and chosen people of Yahweh, their God, and that He would protect them.  So were the surrounding nations now worshipping Yahweh?  No, they were mocking Him because the destruction of Jerusalem and the people being carried into exile suggested to them that Yahweh was no stronger than the gods of other nations that the Babylonians had conquered!  So God’s name was being disrespected, mocked, profaned.  
3. So as we come to vv22-23, God explains why He is about to restore His people from exile.  Can you see the reason why there in v23?  Was it because the people had learned their lesson and were asking Him to help them?  Is that what God says?  No it is not.  In fact, it has nothing to do with the people.  Look how v22 begins, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act.”  The Lord was about to act, as v22 continues, “for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations.”  God was going to act now, as we see at the beginning and end of v23, to “vindicate the holiness of [His] great name.”   
a. And boys and girls, to vindicate means to clear or acquit and prove right.  How do you feel when your school teacher has blamed you for something you did not do?  That’s not fair!   So we do whatever we can to prove that we are innocent.  We want our name cleared.  We want to be vindicated.  
Well, the Lord was going to act to prove that He is the God of power and majesty and glory.  He would restore the people of Israel from exile to vindicate His name.
B. Romans 9 is the great chapter of the Bible in terms of election and salvation.  And you know what?  We find the exact same reason given there for why God saves those He has elected to salvation.  Why did God choose Isaac and not Ishmael?  Why did God choose Jacob and not Esau?  Why does God have compassion on some and not others?  Is it for their sakes?  Is it because of their works?  Is it anything at all to do with them?  No it is not.  We read in v17 that God shows His power in this “that [His] name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  
C. And if you are familiar with Romans 11, which is where Paul ends his consideration of the wonderful mystery of election and salvation, you will know that chapter 11 does not end with a celebration of how wonderful man is for seeing his need of salvation and inviting Jesus into his heart.  Right!  How does it end?  “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!”  It is all glory to God!
A spiritual heart transplant was about to be performed on the house of Israel not because the people saw that they needed it or because they deserved it, but to vindicate the name of the Lord.  And this is so with every spiritual heart transplant that the Lord performs.  The ultimate reason why the ‘salvation operation’ is performed has to do with the Divine Doctor, not the patient.  
II. But we see more of this as we come in the second place to How the Spiritual Heart Transplant is performed. in vv24-27.
A. And the first part of this has to do with WHO initiates or makes the first move for the operation.  

1. I want you to look at each of the verses in this section, that’s vv24-27, and tell me who acts, who works, who does what is described in these verses?  Is it the “House of Israel” – the patient?  Or is it God – the Divine Doctor?  It is God isn’t it.  “I will take you from the nations and … bring you into your own land.  I will sprinkle clean water on you … I will give you a new heart … I will put my Spirit within you.”  This is not a record of the people of Israel asking God to do this or claiming the promises of God or inviting God to act.  It is God sovereignly revealing what He is going to do in them and for them.  

2. Now, the reason for this is seen in the heart of our text (if you will pardon the pun), v26, which is why we have called this passage a spiritual heart transplant.  For there the Lord says, “I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”  
a. And this image surely needs little explanation – if a body is lying on the radiologist’s table, getting an ultrasound or an X-ray, and the picture on the screen reveals a heart of stone, what would that tell the radiologist or anyone else watching about that body?  It is a cadaver!  It is a dead body!  You don’t find a heart of stone in a living body.  The House of Israel was not spiritually sick, it was spiritually dead.  It is God who has to initiate the ‘salvation operation.’
3. And the imagery of deadness continues in chapter 37 where Ezekiel sees a valley of dry bones.  If you look at v3, the Lord says to Ezekiel, “Son of man, can these bones live?”  And Ezekiel’s answer amounts to Of course not!  So the Lord says to the bones in v5, “I will cause breath to enter you … I will law sinews upon you.”  And we see in v10 that breath came into them and they lived and stood on their feet, “an exceedingly great army.”  There we see another word-picture that reveals that the problem is not being spiritually sick but being spiritually dead!   Again, it is God who has to initiate the ‘salvation operation.’
4. Now, we know from history that God did bring the people of Israel back to Jerusalem.  But history reveals that they soon fell back into the same patterns of sinful behaviour and false worship that had led to the exile.  So this prophecy, like so many others of the OT, is pointing us beyond the first fulfilment and the restoration from exile to what God would ultimately accomplish by the coming of the Lord Jesus and His work on Calvary.  It is pointing us forward to the New Covenant or NT times.  And we know this because Jesus Himself uses the language of Ezekiel 36.  The Lord says, “I will sprinkle you with clean water,” in v24, and “I will put my Spirit within you,” in v27.  And in our earlier reading from John 3:5, Jesus said, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  So the metaphors get a bit mixed here as Jesus uses the language of birth, but the point is the same – we don’t birth our selves, we are born by the Spirit of God.  It is God who initiates salvation.
5. But we do see the language of deadness used in the NT also: Ephesians 2:1 says of all believers, “And you were dead in trespasses and sins.”  Our natural condition is the condition of those with a heart of stone, those who are dry bones, those who are dead in our sins and trespasses.  And just as the only way a dead person can come back to life is if someone else resurrects them, so spiritually dead people must first be resurrected to new life.  And Ephesians 2 goes on to say exactly that, “When we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ.”  
B. So, God is the one who initiates the ‘salvation operation,’ because we are spiritually dead.  And even though this could easily take up a whole sermon on its own, we also see something here about how God performs the ‘operation’:  In v27, God says, “I will put my Spirit within you.”  And if you look over to ch. 37 and the dry bones, you will see in v4 that the Lord told Ezekiel to prophesy over the bones and to say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’”  The way that the Lord performs the spiritual heart transplant in those who are spiritually dead is by the preaching of His Word as it is accompanied by the Holy Spirit.  The Word is heard and the Spirit causes the person to hear and receive and love and believe in the person proclaimed, Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 1:23 says, “Since you have been born again … through the living and abiding word of God.”  

So it is God who initiates the ‘salvation operation,’ which He performs using the Holy Spirit and the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And this is done not in those who are spiritually sick but those who are spiritually dead!  It is all glory to God!  
III. But notice, thirdly, lastly, and briefly, the results of the Spiritual Heart Transplant.

A. In terms of the people of Israel, as we see in v28, the spiritual heart transplant meant restoration to the Jerusalem and life as the people of God.  And vv29-30 reveal that God forgave them and gave them health and prosperity once again.  And v31 reveals that their restoration by God led them to repent of their evil ways.  But we know that this did not last for long, as we have already said.  And in v32, God reminds them again that He did what He did, “Not for their sake.”  And He said this that they might humble themselves in lasting and genuine repentance.  What they had learned about their spiritual heart transplant should have provoked them to sincere and joyful worship and a life of obedience and thankful service.  
B. Well Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, Romans 8:7 says this, “The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.”  And Jesus said in John 6, “No one can come to me unless the Father draws him … No one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”  If you love the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord, it is not because of who you are or anything you have done.  
1. You may have been at a church meeting somewhere back in the day where you were told to invite Jesus into your heart or to accept Jesus as your Saviour, and you did and you know that you are a child of God.  Well, you are, but not because you accepted Jesus or invited Him into your life.  You are because God chose to save you before He had created the world, and because He sent His Spirit to give you a new heart, so that as you heard the Gospel that He caused to be preached to you, you would be drawn to Jesus Christ, attracted to Him; you would see in Him the Saviour you need and believe.  It is God who performs spiritual heart transplants in those who are spiritually dead!
Can you see then why knowing this puts the amazing in amazing grace?  You did not contribute 0.001% to your salvation, because you were dead!  You are saved by grace alone.  Your salvation is ALL glory to God!  
Some of you might be thinking now that we will sing Amazing Grace after the sermon (  But we are actually going to sing another Hymn that says this, 
“Tis not that I did choose Thee, for Lord that could not be; 
this heart would still refuse Thee hadst Thou not chosen me.”  
And we have every reason to sing that hymn with joyful adoration!  But we also have every reason to go out of here eager to live a life of humble and thankful service – we owe God everything for His saving grace to us in Jesus Christ.
But just in case you are sitting there and you have heard this and you can see that it is true, but you are now wondering how you can know if you are one of those that God has chosen to perform the ‘salvation operation’ on, Dear Friend, please listen to these words of Jesus: He says, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. 11:28)).”  And He says, “Whoever comes to me I will never cast out (John 6:37).”  
You don’t need to try and work out if you are on God’s election list.  You simply need to hear that Jesus is the Saviour you need and choose to believe.  You must take the step of faith!  
But when you have done that, you will come to see that it was God who drew you to Himself.  And that is the glorious truth of salvation by grace       alone!
Let’s pray:

Amen.
